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Most avid travelers have a bucket list of places they want to see. And I would guess that
those bucket lists include many iconic destinations such as Niagara Falls, the Grand
Canyon, the Eiffel Tower in Paris, the Colosseum in Rome, and the Sydney Opera House
in Australia. You don’t need me to write about those places—a Google search will find
thousands of articles that have already been written. 

Instead, I wanted to write about destinations that are worthy of a spot on your bucket
list that perhaps you haven’t considered before. The next step was to identify those
destinations. One of the best parts of my job is meeting fascinating and well-traveled
people. I have never experienced a boring mealtime discussion at a travel industry
conference. 

So, I decided to tap into my network of well-traveled friends and colleagues. I asked
them about the destinations that surprised them the most. I wanted to know what the
standouts were from the perspective of people who have traveled to over 50 countries.
 
And now I share these gems with you. I hope they will inspire you to add some
destinations to your bucket list. And when you are ready to travel, I hope you will
consider allowing me to help plan your trip. I want to help you reach your travel goals
and make cherished memories with people you love, without the stress.

World travelers who have been to 50+ countries reveal the
most surprising and breathtaking destinations they have

experienced (and you can, too)
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Antarctica

It isn’t every day a penguin sits in my lap, but Antarctica is
full of such surprises. Leopard seals torpedoing toward my
Zodiac. Whales frolicking alongside the ship. Too cold? I
spent Valentine’s Day in a T-shirt admiring icebergs from
the deck.

Katherine Rodeghier
Independent Writer and Editor
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Botswana

We were in a small bus with other
tourists and we saw an elephant
grazing along the road. Everyone
excitedly jumped from their seats
to get a better view. Ten minutes
later, we came around a bend to a
large open prairie area and there
were thousands of elephants,
giraffes, wildebeests, and other
animals as far as we could see. It
was unbelievable.

Bob Weeks
World Traveler



05

Central America

Central America is one of the hidden gems in the world. Costa Rica is the most
well-known, but I would argue that it pales in comparison to the rest. The rich
cultural tapestry readily apparent in Guatemala is a delight. Beaches and scuba
diving off Honduran islands is spectacular. And the history of Nicaragua is
fascinating. The whole area provides a wide variety of cultural, natural, and
historical fascination.

Nancy Sathre-Vogel
Author, Changing Gears: A Family Odyssey to the End of the World



06

Doha, Qatar

Having been to over 88 countries while
hosting travel TV and working in the
industry, it takes a lot to be shocked.
But I was pleasantly shocked when I
arrived in Qatar. Doha was clean,
sophisticated, modern, rich, and
beautiful. We enjoyed the architecture
and food, and the locals were incredibly
welcoming. Any preconceived ideas we
had of traveling in the Middle East were
blown out of the water!

Sandra McLemore
Travel TV Host
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India’s Northern Frontier

We were instant celebrities, traveling through an isolated
region where even other Indians seldom visited. Locals
begged us to pose with them for selfies, and a high-
schooler pumped my hand exclaiming, 

“You are my first foreigner!”

In a remote village, women greeted us with wide smiles
and an impromptu show of tribal dances. Then, heeding a
clear “your turn” gesture, we improvised with—what else?
—the hokey pokey. Soon all the laughing locals were
putting their whole selves in, too.

Carla Waldemar
Travel Editor, Lavender Magazine
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Krakow, Poland

Krakow was a revelation! Anchored by Europe's largest
medieval market square, Krakow's Old Town is a beauty
and ranks as the first UNESCO World Heritage Site. Throw
in an historic castle and churches, fascinating museums
(Including the factory that inspired "Schindler's List") and
cuisine best enjoyed at outdoor cafes and it's a delightful,
multi-day destination. The local salt mines and Auschwitz,
the infamous Nazi concentration camp, make for
compelling side trips.

Susan R. Pollack
Travel Writer/Photographer/Detroit News Blogger
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Namibia

I loved the German influence along the coast as well as the beautiful
sand dunes so tall they were like mountains.  You could see 500-year-
old desert plants in the middle of nowhere.

Kathy Weeks
World Traveler



Norway is one of the most beautiful
countries we’ve visited with spectacular
landscapes and stunning scenery. We
loved the fjords, waterfalls, mountains,
charming coastal towns with brightly
colored houses, delicious seafood, their
Viking history and their fascination with
trolls.
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Norway

Mary Solio
Travel Blogger, theworldisabook.com



One night in Lisbon, my husband and I wandered
into a tiny family-owned restaurant. When we
asked the waiter for suggestions from the menu –
something we routinely do in other countries - he
pulled out a seat at our table, sat with us and
went through his favorites. I’ll never forget it. He
cared that much about us making the right
choices. People were consistently helpful and kind
throughout our time in Portugal. I’ve returned
many times because of it.
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Portugal

Heather Greenwood Davis
Founder, globetrottingmama.com



What a surprise! From the delicious, hearty food to ancient Dracula’s castle. But
the real highlight was the Carpathian Mountains above the Transylvanian town
of Zarnesti. Here you can find the Liberty Bear Sanctuary which is 16 acres of
oak and hazel forest housing 50 rescued bears. Nestled on a magical hilltop
with stunning views of steep mountains and quaint towns. Wow.

Romania

Erin Holmes
Travel Blogger, explorewitherin.com
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Slovenia

I was entirely surprised by the scenic beauty
of Slovenia. Lake Bled is a must-see, a crystal-
clear lake surrounded by the Julian Alps and
home to a 12th-century castle. Ljubljana’s
winding streets include medieval bridges,
chapels and a 900-year-old castle. And
Slovenia’s menus are built around locally
sourced seafood, cheese and rich red wines.

Amy S. Eckert
Travel Writer and Author, amyeckert.com
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Valencia, Spain

With its glistening white and shiny glass, it looks like the legendary city of
Atlantis floating on a sea of blue. Or a flying saucer that has landed in the midst
of a city pool. The City of Arts and Sciences in Valencia, Spain, is a work of art
itself and can make the imagination soar just by looking at it. In his hometown
of Valencia, the great Spanish architect Santiago Calatrava has created a
masterpiece. It is a fitting symbol for a city that has been reborn like a giant
phoenix rising from what it used to be.

Jackie Sheckler Finch 
Travel Writer and Author, JackieShecklerFinch.com



During our two weeks in Vietnam, traveling
from Ho Chi Minh City north to Hanoi, we
were overwhelmed by the kindness of the
locals and the beauty of their country. Our
last stop was Ha Long Bay, a UNESCO World
Heritage site used for backdrops in some of
your favorite movies. It's mystical and
magical, just like all of Vietnam.
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Vietnam

Diana Lambdin Meyer
Travel Writer, mojotraveler.com


